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Two of the Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra’s previously shelved concerts are
now set to roll at The Cotton Factory.

The first of these concerts, “Haydn & Mendelssohn,” will be held on Thursday,
Oct. 14 at 7:30 p.m.

Originally, “Haydn & Mendelssohn” was to be an online broadcast premiering
this past May 8 replacing “Postcards from Buenos Aires” which had been due for
delivery back on March 10. However, due to the lockdown and the extension
thereof, the HPO had no choice but to cancel its spring 2021 mainstage concerts
and upload online interviews and remote performances in their place.

Curated by HPO music director Gemma New, the “Haydn & Mendelssohn”
concert includes “Symphony no. 71” by the former and the “String Symphony no.
10” by the latter. The bill also includes Aaron Copland’s “Quiet City,” HPO
principal trumpet Michael Fedyshyn and English hornist Nancy Nelson taking
the spotlight in this classic piece of Americana, plus Montreal-based composer
Keiko Devaux’s “Ebb.”

The Castlegar, British Columbia-born Devaux was the 2020 laureate of the
biennial Azrieli Commission for Canadian Music prize, snagging $50,000, a gala
concert premiere, two subsequent international premieres plus a CD recording
of her work. And right on cue, Devaux’s prizewinning “Arras” is included on
“New Jewish Music Vol. 3,” an Analekta release which dropped on Oct. 1.

Devaux composed “Ebb” during her residency with Lorraine Vaillancourt’s 15-
piece Nouvel Ensemble Moderne while finishing up her master’s degree and
starting her doctoral degree in composition at l’Université de Montréal. The
piece was premiered in 2018 in an abandoned bathhouse, and nominated for the
Opus Awards’ 2017-2018 Création de l’année.

“Ebb,” according to Devaux, “explores the human auditory experience of sound
underwater versus in the air. The piece is divided into five sections with the first
and last being in air, and the second, third, and fourth, moving from underwater
shallow, to underwater deep, to then a more dynamic alternation between
underwater and air.”

Along the way, you just might also hear snatches of the Georgian folksong
“Tsintskaro” and Henry Mancini’s “Moon River.”

YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN...

Daniel Bartholomew-Poyser returns to guest conduct the HPO.

The HPO returns to The Cotton Factory, 270 Sherman St. N., one week later,
Thursday, Oct. 21 at 7:30 p.m. for “Earthshine” under guest conductor Eugene
Astapov.

Originally scheduled as one of two “Intimate & Immersive” concerts in 2020,
“Earthshine” never saw the light of day either on March 26, 2020 or as an online
broadcast that was to have premiered this past June 16.

Named after Jeffrey Ryan’s 2017 composition for string orchestra, the
“Earthshine” bill also includes Roydon Tse’s “Down the Rabbit Hole,” James
O’Callaghan’s “The Earth, Split Open,” Jessie Montgomery’s “Starburst, Norbert
Palej’s “Rorate Coeli,” and 2019-2020 HPO Composer Fellow Andrew James
Clark’s “Heliacal Rising.”

“Can you believe the HPO remained faithful to its Composer Fellows during a
global pandemic?” questioned Clark rhetorically. “The first lockdown occurred
three weeks after I’d handed in my parts to the orchestra and by the end of 2020,
I was sure the piece would be pushed to the side and forfeited. I’m
extraordinarily grateful that the HPO has not only stood by their Composer
Fellows, but made the performance of their work a priority.”

This concert will also feature local visual artist Andrew O’Connor’s live video
installation created in collaboration with the featured composers.

Limited seats are available for $30 plus HST. Log on to hpo.org/ or call 905-526-
7756. Receipt of full COVID-19 vaccination and a government-issued ID are
required for entry. Attendees aged 5 and older must wear masks.

On Friday, Oct. 8 at Bayfront Park’s West Stage, the Something Else! Festival, in
collaboration with Supercrawl, presents the Sam Newsome Quartet at 7 p.m. and
8:30 p.m., and The Woodshed Orchestra at 10 p.m. On Saturday, Oct. 9 from
noon until 7 p.m., Eschaton, Fisher/Furlong/Gennaro, Brass Knuckle Sandwich,
and the Ochs-Robinson Duo play the West Stage. General admission tickets,
limited two per individual, are free at eventbrite.com. Seating and tables are on a
first-come, first-served basis. Attendees aged 12 and older must show proof of
full COVID-19 vaccination and matching government-issued ID.

Leonard Turnevicius writes about classical music for The Hamilton
Spectator.leonardturnevicius@gmail.com
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