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F e a t u r e d A r t i s t s

Kai L e u n gis apassionate choral conductor, singer,
voice teacher, and composer. He is the Artistic
Director and Executive Director of the Modern

Sound Collective, an choral organizat ion that
provides youth and young adult musicians with

accessible opportunit ies for growth and

collaboration. He is also the Artistic Director of

Oakvil le Choral, a dynamic non-audit ion communi ty

choir, promoting choral singing and music

appreciation to the communi t ies of Halton and
beyond. Additionally, he sings baritone with the

TMSingers and the Schola Cantorum of St. Basil's
Cathol ic Church.

Kai holds a Bachelor of Music from the University of

Toronto, where he studied voice and composition.

His choral works have been performed by the

V a n c o u v e r C h a m b e r Choi r , t h e A m a d e u s C h o i r of G r e a t e r T o r o n t o , t h e V a n c o u v e r You th

Choi r , t h e O r p h e u s C h o i r o f Toron to , and m a n y o t h e r c h o r a l g r o u p s a r o u n d C a n a d a , the

U n i t e d S t a t e s , a n d E u r o p e . Kai is the w i n n e r o f the 2 0 2 3 D e b b i e F l e m i n g pr ize for cho ra l

c o m p o s i t i o n , p r e s e n t e d b y t h e Toron to M e n d e l s s o h n Choi r . Ka i ' s w o r k s a r e a v a i l a b l e for

p e r u s a l a n d p u r c h a s e on his w e b s i t e a n d t h r o u g h M S C presen ts .

Born in 1999 in Toronto, Ontario, N icho las Wansta l l began taking piano lessons at a very

young age with his grandmother, Arden Broadhurst. He started singing with the Bach

Children's Chorus dur ing grade school, and this sparked his passion for choral music. In

Grade 7 Nicholas began his studies at St. Michael's Choir School in downtown Toronto

where he developed a love for and knowledge of sacred

choralrepertoire. During his time at the Choir School,

Nicholas also learned to play the pipe organ under the
direction of Peter Daly.

Nicholas continued his studies at the University of

Toronto, Faculty of Music, completing a Bachelor's
Degree in Organ Performance with a minor in

Composition. He studied organ with John Tuttle and

composition with Roger Bergs. Nicholas now works

professionally as an organist, pianist, singer, choir

director, composer, arranger, and more! He is the
director of music at the Church of St. Mary and St

Martha, and is a collaborative accompanist for a variety

of children, youth, and young adult choirs around
Toronto.



Program Order
LonelyCloud- India Gailey

My Lighthouse- Soroosh Kahmenyipour

A Chrysalis Tale- KaiYoung Chan

Life is But a Dream - Kai Young Chan
Solos: Jamie Brown Hart and Tarquin Wongkee

Too Stillfor Dreams^ - Evan Hammell

Far and Away* - Sean P. Mclntyre

I n t e r m i s s i o n

ASong About Rain^ - Sami Anguaya

Percussion: Joshua Holme, Nicholas Wanstall, Erik Kreem, Hayden Thomas

These Earths - Andrew James Clark

T h e S w a l l o w s ' - Tyrese Walters

Weavings - Stephanie Martin

TheHour of Separation - Nicholas Wanstall



A b o u t M o d e r n S o u n d C o l l e c t i v e

M o d e r n S o u n d C o l l e c t i v e (MSC) is a Toron to -based organizat ion commi t ted to

bui lding c o m m u n i t y and upl i f t ing emerg ing choral artists. M S C aims t o fos ter a

nurtur ing commun i t y that insp i res y o u n g art ists th rough access ib le oppor tun i t ies for

g rowth and col laborat ion, and to share their love o f con tempo ra r y chora l mus ic

th rough s incere and pass iona te per fo rmances . This miss ion is enacted through four

choral e n s e m b l e s -C o n c r e a m u s , Da tsuzoku , F r i s son , and S e h n s u c h t . These

choirs provide young peop le wi th fulf i l l ing mus ica l exper iences in con tempora ry

chora l music . From high schoo l s tuden ts to seasoned universi ty- level mus ic ians and

ear ly -career pro fess iona ls , M S C offers spaces for s ingers to take art ist ic risks, build

last ing bonds, and e n g a g e wi th cha l leng ing and cul tura l ly d iverse choral mus ic at a

MSC is a national leader in contemporary choral music advocacy and a champion of

emerging composers. To date, the organization has premiered over 6 0 new works

by more than 20early-career composers , many of which have gone on to receive
national and international recognition. These premieres reflect MSC's broader

commitment to equity in artistic representation, with astrong emphasis on uplifting

underrepresented voices, including 2SLGBTQ+, racialized, and youth artists.

high level.

M S C also opera tes its own publ ish ing init iative, M S C P r e s e n t s , which p rov i des an

"art is t - f i rs t ' expe r i ence fo r young composers . This p la t fo rm suppor ts ca ree r

d e v e l o p m e n t by br ing ing the i r m u s i c to Canad ian and internat ional chora l s tages ,

with a growing catalog of innovative and diverse choral repertoire. MSC also

supports young composers through reading sessions, commissions, and an annual

concert-recordingproject, where composers receive high-quality recordings of their

new works.Works published by MSC presents have been purchased all across

Canada, the United States, and Europe, including by notable choral ensembles such

as the LA Choral Lab, Junges Vokalensemble Hanover, and the Orpheus Choir of

Toronto.
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Tyrese Walters (he/him) is a graduate of WNestern University with a Bachelor of Music witn
Honours inVoice Pertormance,where he studied Vojce with Prof. Torin Chiles and

Conducting with Prof. Kathleen Allan and Dr. Mark

Ramsay. In his final year at Western, he co-lead the

Student Choral Initiative, a 20 member choir, within

the Faculty of Music. He is the recipient of many

awards including the Richard G. Manuel Music
Award (2022),and the Deral Johnson Award (2022).

Tyrese is continuing his studies at the University of

Toronto where he willcomplete a Master of Music in

Choral Conducting., where he holds the Elmer Iseler
National Graduate Fellowship in Conducting.

Tyrese the conduc to r o f the Cawth ra Park

Seconda ry School Junior Choir, an assoc ia te

conduc to r of "Fr isson" and 'Da tsuzoku " in the M S C

Choirs organisation, and the Conductor of "Encore" with Young Voices Toronto.

Born and ra ised in Hong Kong, s o p r a n o J e r e n e y S h e n is

cur rent ly c o m p l e t i n g her final yea r at the Universi ty o f

Toronto, pu rsu ing a Bache lo r o f Mus ic in Per fo rmance

(Voice) with spec ia l iza t ion in Opera. Jereney studies with

P ro fesso r Lorna M a c D o n a l d and is a rec ip ient o f the 2023

Music A l u m n i A w a r d .

Jereney's musical journey started with The Hong Kong

Children's Choir, where she developed a strong belief in

collaborative music making that shaped her aspiration to

become a dedicated chorister. She sings with various

ensembles, including SingFest (HK), the Choir at Grace

Church on the Hill (CA) where she serves as their
Soprano Lead; and JENGAH! (HK), a youth music
ensemble she founded in 2024,where she conducted and sang as a soloist in their

9

inauguralconcert. Outside of music, she enjoys film photography.

Jayden Browne completed his master's degree in
ChoralConducting at The University of Toronto.

Prior to moving to Toronto, Jayden grew up in
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, where his love of choir
developed from a young age. For his

undergraduate studies, Jayden was a music major
atSt. Olaf College where he studied conducting

with Anton Armstrong and Therees Hibbard.

In Toronto, Jayden sings and conducts in a number

of choral and musical theatre projects including the
Massey College choir, Candy Cane Carolers, That
Choir, and many more.



E D G E O F Y O U R S E A T
F E S T I V A L II

$1000+

Alex Pauk MusicDirector & Conductor
Koerner Hall |8:00PM Concerts |7:15PMMusical Insights

$ 5 0 0 - $ 9 9 9

Sandra Lynn Mowat

Nicholas Wanstall

Anonymous Donor*

MORE INFORMATION & TICKETS AVAILABLE AT ESPRITORCHESTRA.COM

D a v i d B e a t o n

KaiLeung

E S P R I T O R C H E S T R A

S a r a h M o l e

Through generous support, these donors provide crit ically important fund ing for our

p rog rams and directly contribute to the growth and deve lopment o f young Canad ian artists.

C o n r a d F r a n k

Emily Parker

HEAT EFFICIENCY
MARCH 26, 2 0 2 6

NilsMönkemeyer, Viola

C h r i s t i n e V e r n o n

Works by AzizaSadikova, DieterAmmann,
Claude Vivier & NicholasMa

A l e x R u f f o

J e n n i f e r M o l e

H A L L E L U J A H S I M .
A P R I L 2 3 , 2 0 2 6

Elmer IselerSingers &ConcreamusChamberChoir

Works by Ben Nobuto, Poul Ruders,
Tristan Keuris &Chris Paul Harman

D o n o r s a n d B e n e f a c t o r s

$200 - $499

J a c k i e S t o t h e r s

Kelly Scott

Marit Skuterud

Bernasiewicz Family

$50- $199

M e l a n i e Y in

T h o m a s B u r t o n

A l e s s a n d r o B r e s b a

Gary Leung
L i s a B e n d a l l

Meredith Wanstall

Art Gallery Of Ontario
Carson Earle

Mary Thomas Nagel
Christopher Lewis
Espri t Orches t ra

Erika Friesen

Tristan Lipton

Toronto S u m m e r Music

Nancy Smi th

Erik Sku te rud

Kr is teen K e m p

David Ful ler

S teven Duenk le r

Jul ie W i n n

Kenne th Ruffo

David Broadhurst
Issac Eng

Modern Sound Collective is a registered charitable organization. If youwould like to learn

more about supporting our programs, please get in touch via email at:
admin@modernsoundcollective.ca


